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Abstract

This paper presents the complete argument for the Christian English Qabalah (CEQ) as 
the correct form of the 36-path English Tree of Life. The argument has four 
interlocking dimensions. The first is structural: the Hebrew Sefer Yetzirah assigns its 
twenty-two letters to three cosmological categories — three Mother letters governing 
the elements, seven Double letters governing the planets, and twelve Simple letters 
governing the zodiac — and the CEQ extends this grammar to a fourth category, the 
Four Rivers of Eden, which governs the four inter-world paths that the English 
alphabet's additional four letters make available. The second is ontological: the New 
Aeon English Qabalah's placement of two of its four additional paths between Kether 
and Chesed and between Kether and Geburah is impossible under Kenotic Effluent 
Panapotheism's (KEP) framework, which establishes that the unlimited divine ground 
cannot act as a finite causal agent connecting directly to non-hypostatic nodes. The 
third is neurological: the CEQ's four new paths — Will (Chokmah Geburah), →
Knowledge (Binah Chesed), Courage (Chesed Yesod), and Silence (Geburah Yesod) → → →
— are confirmed by specific peer-reviewed neuroimaging evidence as documented 
white matter tracts with measurable directional connectivity. The fourth is scriptural: 
the Revelation passage declaring that Wisdom and Understanding are needed to count 
the number of man (666) is explained precisely by the CEQ's topology — Wisdom and 
Understanding are Chokmah and Binah, the two Sephiroth from which the two Abyss-
crossing River paths originate, the letters E and H in the CEQ system.

The paper develops the Four Rivers theology at length, arguing that the four rivers of 
Genesis 2:10–14 — Pishon, Gihon, Hiddekel, and Euphrates — are not merely 
mythological geography but the specific symbolic vocabulary that the Hebrew 
scriptural tradition provides for the four ontological world-crossings that the CEQ's 
four new paths describe. Each river's specific character in Genesis, its Kabbalistic 
world-assignment, and its CEQ path character are shown to converge with structural 
precision. The paper concludes by integrating the Sefer Yetzirah category framework — 
demonstrating how the corrected letter groupings (Mothers A/Q/Y, Doubles 
B/C/D/N/U/X/Z, Simples F/G/I/J/K/L/O/R/S/T/V/W, Rivers E/H/M/P) follow 



from the Hebrew letter attributions of the Golden Dawn path system — and by 
presenting the complete 26-letter correspondence table in both category form and 
alphabetical quick-reference form.

I. The Foundation: From Sefer Yetzirah to the English Qabalah

The 32 Paths of Wisdom

The Sefer Yetzirah opens with a claim that has governed Qabalistic thought in every form it has 
since taken: 'With thirty-two wondrous paths of wisdom did Yah, the Lord of Hosts, the God of 
Israel, the Living God, the Almighty God... engrave and create His world.' These thirty-two paths 
are the ten Sephiroth and the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet. The ten numbers encode 
the fundamental structure of the emanated order. The twenty-two letters encode the creative 
speech through which that structure is articulated into the specific forms of the created world.

The Sefer Yetzirah further divides the twenty-two letters into three categories, each governing a 
specific register of cosmic reality. The three Mother letters — Aleph, Mem, and Shin — correspond 
to the three fundamental elements of Air, Water, and Fire, and govern three specific paths on the 
Tree of Life. The seven Double letters — Beth, Gimel, Daleth, Kaph, Peh, Resh, and Tau — 
correspond to the seven classical planets and govern seven more paths. The twelve Simple letters 
— the remaining twelve — correspond to the twelve signs of the Zodiac and govern the remaining 
twelve paths. Three, seven, and twelve: the elemental, the planetary, and the zodiacal registers of 
cosmic reality, distributing twenty-two letters across twenty-two paths in a single unified 
cosmological grammar.

This grammar is not arbitrary. Each category occupies a genuinely distinct ontological level. The 
elements (Mother letters) are the most fundamental — the irreducible modes of creative energy 
that precede and underlie every more differentiated cosmic expression. The planets (Double 
letters) are the governing temporal powers — the specific forces that organize the soul's life within 
time and govern the days, directions, and bodily apertures of conscious existence. The zodiacal 
signs (Simple letters) are the most manifold — the twelve activities and life-situations through 
which the soul's created existence unfolds in the solar year's cycle. Foundation, governance, 
manifestation: this is the cosmological hierarchy the Sefer Yetzirah encodes in its letter-category 
system.

The Liber AL Directive and the English Qabalah

Aleister Crowley's received text Liber AL vel Legis (The Book of the Law, 1904), Chapter II, verse 
55, contains the directive from which all English Qabalah systems derive their structural mandate:

Thou shalt obtain the order & value of the English Alphabet; thou shalt find new symbols to 
attribute them unto.



Whatever one's theological assessment of Thelema — and the Christian English Qabalah's 
assessment, following KEP's framework, is that Thelema is incompatible with orthodox Christian 
ontology in specific and important ways — this verse contains a structurally valid directive. An 
English analog of the Hebrew Qabalah is demanded: one that assigns an order and value to the 
twenty-six letters of the English alphabet. The structural implication is straightforward. If the 
Sefer Yetzirah's system is 10 Sephiroth + 22 Hebrew letters = 32 paths, then an English analog 
substituting 26 English letters produces 10 + 26 = 36 paths.

The triangular number of 36 — the sum 1+2+3+...+36 — equals 666. This is the number of man 
that Revelation 13:18 calls on Wisdom and Understanding to count: 'Here is wisdom. Let him that 
hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number 
is Six hundred threescore and six.' The 36-path English Qabalah with its triangular sum of 666 is 
the complete ontological account of the human soul in its created dimensional order. The 
Christian English Qabalah accepts this derivation entirely. What it contests is not the 36-path 
count but the topology that the New Aeon English Qabalah assigns to four of those paths.

What the NAEQ Gets Wrong

The New Aeon English Qabalah, developed by David Cherubim and the broader Thelemic English 
Qabalah tradition, places two of its four additional paths between Kether and Chesed and between 
Kether and Geburah. The appeal of these placements is understandable within Thelema's will-
primacy framework: a system that makes divine will the primary ontological category naturally 
places direct connections between the divine summit and the two great expressions of cosmic will 
and severity. But within KEP's ontological framework, these paths are not merely inelegant or 
symbolically inappropriate. They are structurally impossible.

KEP establishes that the unlimited divine ground — Kether as Ein Sof, the Father as the first 
Monad in the Iamblichan framework — stands to any dimensional manifold in the perpendicular 
relation: substance is not a shared coordinate across it, and the ground is dimensionally other 
than the created order even while continuous with it at the intersection. This must be stated in the 
terms the broader framework has settled: the relation is not a gap or a severance but dimensional 
distinctness joined by continuity at the intersection, on the paradigm of body and soul. What 
follows for the topology is that no path can cross directly into or out of Kether at the level of the 
created Tree, because such a path would treat the unlimited ground as one more node within the 
dimensional manifold — a finite causal terminus among finite causal termini — which is precisely 
what it is not. A direct entry of the unlimited into the dimensional register as an agent within it is 
itself a further kenotic act, the Incarnation, and not a standing path on the map. A further 
precision from subsequent development of the KEP framework: the three hypostatic modes of the 
divine essence — Father/Kether, Son-Logos/Chokmah, Holy Spirit/Binah — are co-eternal forms 
within the eternal divine essence, not products of a sequential generative process. Paths A 
(Kether Chokmah), B (Kether Binah), and C (Kether Tiphareth) represent the eternal → → →
relationships between the supernal modes as they are expressed within the created Tree — not a 
temporal or processual emanation from the Father to the Son to the Spirit, but the eternal 
structural character of the supernal triad expressed as paths within the dimensional map. The 



NAEQ’s additional paths into Kether and Daath therefore violate both the perpendicular relation 
of the unlimited ground to the dimensional order and the specific character of the supernal triad 
as a set of co-eternal modes rather than a sequence of derived emanations.

II. The Four New Paths: Ontological Argument and Neurological 

Confirmation

The Corrected Topology

The Christian English Qabalah places its four additional paths at four specific locations 
determined by both ontological necessity and neurological confirmation. The four paths are:

Path 33 — Will (E): Chokmah  Geburah. The Logos ordering the analytical will.→

Path 34 — Knowledge (H): Binah  Chesed. The Spirit shaping the receptive faith.→

Path 35 — Courage (M): Chesed  Yesod. The right executive faculty's direct engagement with the →
limbic Foundation.

Path 36 — Silence (P): Geburah  Yesod. The left executive faculty's direct governance of the →
limbic Foundation.

Together these four paths form a diamond structure centered on the moral triad: supernal 
influence descending through Will and Knowledge from Chokmah and Binah into the executive 
faculties, instinctual capture ascending through Courage and Silence from Yesod into those same 
faculties. The human being is constituted as a moral-spiritual entity by this specific structural 
arrangement — the site where divine influence and limbic instinct compete for governance of the 
will and faith.

The Ontological Argument for Will and Knowledge

Will (Chokmah Geburah) and Knowledge (Binah Chesed) are the two Abyss-crossing paths → →
unique to the CEQ. No path in the standard 22-path Hebrew Tree crosses directly from the 
supernal triad to the moral triad outside of the three paths that connect to Tiphareth (paths C, F, 
and I). The NAEQ proposes such paths but routes them incorrectly from Kether. The CEQ routes 
them correctly from Chokmah and Binah, the two hypostatic persons of the Trinity who can 
legitimately act as sources of direct influence into the moral triad because they are hypostatic — 
they are genuine divine persons, not merely divine attributes. Chokmah as the Logos can reach 
Geburah because the Logos is a genuine hypostatic source; Binah as the Holy Spirit can reach 
Chesed because the Spirit is a genuine hypostatic source. A precision in step with the broader 
corpus distinguishes the two Abyss-crossing River paths from the two Veil-crossing ones. Will and 



Knowledge are functional hemispheric expressions of the supernal influence reaching the 
executive faculties — received as grace when the lower registers have been sufficiently cleared — 
rather than discrete white-matter tracts in the way Courage and Silence are; Courage and Silence 
are the genuine cortico-limbic tracts through which the cathartic clearing is accomplished. The 
neurological correspondences below should be read with that distinction in view: Will and 
Knowledge name the hemispheric-executive expression of the Logos and the Spirit, while Courage 
and Silence name the documented frontal-limbic pathways.

The hypostatic criterion also explains why these paths descend to Geburah and Chesed rather 
than to Netzach and Hod or Yesod and Malkuth. The moral soul's executive faculties — Chesed 
and Geburah, the bilateral DLPFC — are the highest created faculties that can receive the specific 
kind of influence these paths carry: the Logos orders the analytical will (Geburah) because the 
analytical will is the highest faculty capable of being ordered by reason; the Spirit shapes the 
receptive faith (Chesed) because the receptive executive is the highest faculty capable of being 
informed by intuitive understanding. The paths stop at the moral triad because the moral triad is 
where the soul's deliberate agency begins — below it lies the astral triad's automatic patterns, 
which are not the primary addressees of rational ordering or spiritual shaping.

The Ontological Argument for Courage and Silence

Courage (Chesed Yesod) and Silence (Geburah Yesod) are the two Veil-crossing paths unique to → →
the CEQ. The traditional 22-path Tree connects Chesed and Geburah to Yesod only indirectly — 
through Tiphareth as the mediating solar center. Paths 25 (Samekh/Temperance) and 24 
(Nun/Death) both route executive-limbic traffic through Tiphareth. The CEQ's Courage and 
Silence paths are the direct connections that bypass Tiphareth, and their existence is not arbitrary 
but structurally necessary.

The soul's moral situation requires direct frontal-limbic paths because the executive faculties must 
sometimes engage the limbic Foundation without waiting for the solar center's mediation. In 
contemplative practice, Silence (Geburah Yesod) is the specific discipline of directly suppressing →
the limbic system's automatic noise through executive will — the deliberate quieting that the soul 
must be able to perform without first achieving the solar integration that Tiphareth represents. 
Courage (Chesed Yesod) is the reciprocal discipline: the direct entry of the right executive faculty →
into the limbic Foundation's full emotional weight, also without waiting for solar mediation. The 
Gethsemane moment — 'Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not my will but 
thine' — is not a solar moment. It is a raw Chesed-Yesod moment: the soul's right executive faculty 
engaging the limbic system's full fear and desire directly, and aligning the human will with the 
divine will from within that engagement rather than from a position of solar integration above it.



Neurological Confirmation

The four new paths are not merely ontologically coherent — they are neurologically confirmed as 
documented anatomical structures with measurable directional connectivity.

Will (E, Chokmah Geburah) corresponds to the direct projection from Broca's area (left inferior →
frontal gyrus, BA44/45 — the neurological substrate of Chokmah's active verbal intelligence) to 
the left DLPFC (Geburah's executive faculty). The specific study confirming the Silence path — 
Guha et al. (2020) — also documents the broader Broca-frontal circuit of which this projection is 
part: the left IFG system's direct influence on deliberate executive planning without limbic 
mediation.

Knowledge (H, Binah Chesed) corresponds to the right hemisphere's (Binah's) direct modulation→  
of the right DLPFC (Chesed). McGilchrist's divided brain research documents this as the Master's 
specific relationship to the contextual executive — the right hemisphere governing the right 
DLPFC's broad, relational, contextually attuned executive mode. This is not a metaphorical 
correspondence but a documented feature of right-hemisphere dominance in contextual executive 
function.

Courage (M, Chesed Yesod) and Silence (P, Geburah Yesod) are both confirmed by the frontal-→ →
limbic connectivity literature. Silence is the more specifically documented path: Guha, A., 
Spielberg, J.M., Lake, J., Popov, T., Heller, W., Yee, C.M., & Miller, G.A. (2020) demonstrate 
directed effective connectivity from Broca's area (BA44/45, left inferior frontal gyrus — Geburah's 
neurological substrate) to the amygdala (Yesod's primary fear-memory structure) via documented 
white matter tracts, using Granger causality analysis on 106 participants performing an emotion-
word Stroop task. The Broca-amygdala pathway is bidirectional: top-down in Silence (Geburah 
suppressing Yesod), bottom-up in the ascending subversion of will by instinct. Courage is 
confirmed by Johnstone et al. (2007) and the broader right prefrontal-limbic regulation literature, 
which documents the right DLPFC's specific acceptance-based regulation of the right limbic 
system — the Chesed-Yesod direct engagement that is neurologically distinct from Silence's 
inhibitory mode.



III. The Sefer Yetzirah's Grammar Extended: The Four Rivers

Why a Fourth Category Is Required

The four new paths cannot be assigned to any of the Sefer Yetzirah's three existing categories. 
They are not governed by Mother letters (they are not among the three elemental paths). They are 
not governed by Double letters (they are not among the seven planetary paths). They are not 
governed by Simple letters (the twelve zodiacal signs are exhausted by the twelve original diagonal 
paths, and adding these four to the zodiacal category would require four additional zodiacal signs 
that do not exist).

More fundamentally: even if a mechanical assignment were forced, it would be cosmologically 
incoherent. The four new paths are inter-world paths — they cross between ontological registers, 
specifically the Abyss (Will and Knowledge, from the supernal world Atziluth into the formative 
world Yetzirah) and the Veil of Paroketh (Courage and Silence, from the formative world Yetzirah 
into the material world Assiah). No path in the standard 22-letter Hebrew Tree crosses between 
worlds in this way. The existing paths connect Sephiroth within the same ontological world or 
connect adjacent worlds through the specific mediation of Tiphareth. The four new CEQ paths are 
structurally different in kind, and they require a governing category that is equally different in 
kind.

The category they require must satisfy three criteria. First, it must be a genuinely new ontological 
register — not a subdivision of the elements, planets, or zodiac, but a distinct cosmological 
category that the Hebrew 22-letter system did not need because it had no inter-world paths to 
govern. Second, it must be drawn from the same scriptural and Kabbalistic sources that ground 
the rest of the correspondence system, maintaining the CEQ's coherence with the tradition it 
extends. Third, it must correspond specifically to the inter-world character of the paths — it must 
be a category whose cosmological meaning is precisely about the movement between ontological 
levels, the flowing of influence from one world into another.

The Four Rivers of Eden meet all three criteria. They are not elements, planets, or zodiacal signs 
— they are a genuinely distinct category. They are drawn from the foundational scriptural 
narrative of creation (Genesis 2), which is the same scriptural ground from which the Sefer 
Yetzirah's cosmological grammar draws. And they are specifically rivers — by definition the 
flowing of something from a higher source into a lower vessel, the movement of divine abundance 
from the garden into the four quarters of the created world. They are the Sefer Yetzirah's fourth 
category, the one the system was always going to need when the English Qabalah added four 
inter-world paths.



Genesis 2:10–14: The Four Rivers in Scripture

The narrative of the four rivers is compact and precise. Genesis 2:10–14 reads: 'A river flowed out 
of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became four rivers. The name of the first is 
Pishon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. And the 
gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. The name of the second river is 
Gihon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land of Cush. And the name of the third river is 
the Hiddekel, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.'

Several features of this passage are immediately significant for the CEQ's use of it. First, the four 
rivers originate from a single source — a single river flowing out of Eden that divides into four. 
This encodes the ontological principle of emanation: one divine source giving rise to four distinct 
channels through which its abundance flows into the created world. The four CEQ River paths are 
similarly four channels of divine influence flowing from the single source of the Tree's upper 
registers into the lower — Will and Knowledge flowing from the supernal triad through the Abyss 
into the moral triad, Courage and Silence flowing from the moral triad through the Veil into the 
Foundation.

Second, each river is characterised by what it flows around or through — a specific land with 
specific properties. The Pishon flows through Havilah, the land of good gold. The Gihon flows 
around the whole land of Cush, a land of great extent and abundance. The Hiddekel flows east of 
Assyria with a swiftness implied by its later identification with the Tigris. The Euphrates is the 
great river, named without further description because its greatness is already known. Each 
characterisation encodes precisely what the corresponding CEQ path does, as the following 
sections demonstrate in detail.

Third, the traditional Kabbalistic assignment of the four rivers to the four worlds — 
Atziluth/Pishon, Briah/Gihon, Yetzirah/Hiddekel, Assiah/Euphrates — maps the rivers onto the 
ontological structure of the CEQ's paths with precision. The rivers that flow from Eden into the 
four worlds are the rivers that flow along the paths crossing between those worlds. This is the 
structural ground of the entire Four Rivers category: the rivers are not merely convenient symbols 
but the specific ontological vocabulary that the scriptural and Kabbalistic tradition provides for 
the movement between worlds.



Pishon — Will (E): The Gold-Bearing River of the Logos

Pishon flows through the land of Havilah, where the gold is good and bdellium and onyx stone are 
found. The association of the Pishon with gold is its most important characteristic for the CEQ. 
Gold in the Kabbalistic and alchemical traditions is the symbol of the solar principle at its most 
concentrated and pure — the specific material in which the Logos's ordering, clarifying, 
illuminating quality is most perfectly embodied. The gold of Havilah is not decorative; it is 
ontological. It encodes what flows through the Pishon: the concentrated golden force of the Logos, 
the divine Word in its most precise and directed expression.

The Pishon is assigned to Atziluth, the world of pure emanation — Kether's world, the supernal 
register from which the Logos (Chokmah) speaks. The Pishon flows from Atziluth into the created 
order, and in the CEQ the Will path (E) flows from Chokmah (Atziluth's second Sephira, the 
Logos) directly into Geburah (Yetzirah's left executive faculty, the analytical will). The path is the 
Pishon: the gold-bearing current of the Logos flowing through the Abyss into the moral will.

Why does this path land at Geburah specifically? Because Geburah is the analytical, disciplined, 
precisely directed executive faculty — the will in its most concentrated and focused mode. Gold is 
associated with precision, with the specific and measured, with the force that is directed rather 
than diffuse. The Logos's influence on the soul reaches Geburah because Geburah is the soul's 
capacity to act with the Logos's own precision. When the Pishon flows into Geburah, it is the 
divine Word reaching the human will's most word-like faculty — the faculty that, like the Logos, 
distinguishes, orders, and applies force with directional precision.

The ascending direction of this path — Geburah toward Chokmah, the will aspiring toward the 
Logos — is the soul's capacity to orient its analytical will toward the divine Word as its proper 
source and telos rather than toward the amygdala's fear patterns. In the CEQ's bidirectional 
reading, the Pishon flows down as divine ordering (Logos reaching will) and the soul aspires 
upward as the disciplined will seeking its divine source. The gold flows from Eden; the soul 
reaches back toward Eden through the discipline of the gold-shaped will.

Neurologically, the Will path is the left IFG/Broca's area projecting directly to the left DLPFC — 
the motor speech system's engagement of deliberate executive planning. In the CEQ this has a 
specific contemplative significance: the soul that has genuinely aligned its verbal-analytical 
intelligence (Chokmah-level) with the Logos will find that its deliberate executive will (Geburah) 
is naturally and immediately ordered by that alignment, without needing to work through the 
solar center's mediation first. This is what the mystical tradition calls the gift of 'right reasoning' 
or 'ordered will' — the direct Pishon flow of gold from Atziluth into the soul's analytical capacity.

Gihon — Knowledge (H): The Encircling River of the Spirit

Gihon flows around the whole land of Cush. The Hebrew verb used — sovev, 'to go around, 
encircle, surround' — is distinctive. The Gihon does not flow through its land, as the Pishon flows 



through Havilah. It encircles it. This encircling character is the Gihon's most important attribute 
for the CEQ: it is the river that holds, surrounds, enfolds. It is receptive in its movement — not the 
linear force of the Pishon but the encircling embrace.

The land of Cush is traditionally associated with the Cushites, the people of the south, a land of 
broad extent and mixed character. Cush is not a land of one specific precious material, as Havilah 
is the land of gold. It is a land of abundance and diversity, a large encompassing territory. The 
Gihon's encircling of this diverse land encodes what flows through the Knowledge path (H): not 
the precision of the Logos but the comprehending breadth of the Spirit, the Understanding that 
holds all of Cush's diversity in its encompassing attention.

The Gihon is assigned to Briah, the world of creation — the world specifically associated with 
Understanding and the Neshamah, the spiritual soul that receives the Logos's speech and gives it 
form. Briah is Binah's world in the sense that Binah is the formative intelligence that organises the 
Logos's creative outpouring into specific forms. The Gihon flows from Briah into the created 
order, and in the CEQ the Knowledge path (H) flows from Binah directly into Chesed — from the 
world of broad receptive understanding into the right executive faculty's merciful openness.

Why does this path land at Chesed specifically? Because Chesed is the expansive, generous, 
contextually attuned executive faculty — the right DLPFC's mode of broad-horizon engagement 
with the world. Chesed's character is precisely the open-handed generosity of one who 
understands the whole situation — who sees the context, feels the relational dimensions, and acts 
with the breadth of mercy that genuine Understanding (Binah/Gihon) communicates. Knowledge 
in this path is not intellectual knowledge of propositions — it is gnosis, the experiential knowing 
that comes from the Spirit's contemplative reception of reality, flowing directly into the soul's 
capacity for faithful, open, generous executive action.

The Gihon's encircling movement is visible in the path's neurological substrate: the right 
hemisphere (Binah) governs the right DLPFC (Chesed) through broad contextual modulation 
rather than precise linear projection. McGilchrist's research documents this as the Master's mode 
— the right hemisphere's governance of the contextual executive is ambient, encircling, holistic 
rather than directed and specific. This is exactly the Gihon's character. The Pishon (Will/E) flows 
through Havilah like a directed current of gold; the Gihon (Knowledge/H) encircles Cush like a 
great embracing current of Understanding.

The ascending direction of Knowledge — Chesed aspiring toward Binah — is the soul's capacity to 
orient its right executive faculty toward the Spirit's comprehending Understanding as its proper 
source. The faith that reaches toward Understanding rather than toward the limbic system's 
desire is the Gihon flowing back toward Eden. In Revelation 13:18, it is precisely Wisdom 
(Chokmah, E/Pishon) and Understanding (Binah, H/Gihon) that are named as the faculties 
needed to count the number of man. These are not merely intellectual virtues. They are the 
specific Sephiroth from which the two Abyss-crossing River paths originate — the two springs of 
the Pishon and the Gihon within the supernal triad.



Hiddekel — Courage (M): The Swift River of Direct Engagement

The Hiddekel is identified by Genesis as flowing east of Assyria, and the text's description of it is 
characterised by speed and directional movement. The Hiddekel is the Tigris, one of the great 
rivers of Mesopotamia, and its character in all ancient Near Eastern literature is swift movement, 
direct force, and the carrying of abundant life-giving water through the arid eastward reaches. 
Where the Pishon flows with gold's concentrated precision and the Gihon flows with 
Understanding's encircling breadth, the Hiddekel moves with speed and directness. It does not 
dawdle; it does not encircle. It flows east with the urgency of a river that has somewhere specific 
to go.

The Hiddekel is assigned to Yetzirah, the world of formation — the moral soul's world, the world 
of Chesed and Geburah and Tiphareth. But the Hiddekel does not stay within Yetzirah; it flows 
from Yetzirah into the created world beyond it. In the CEQ, Courage (M) flows from Chesed 
(Yetzirah's right executive faculty) directly into Yesod (Assiah's Foundation, the limbic system's 
material substrate), crossing the Veil of Paroketh. The Hiddekel is the swift current of the right 
executive faculty's direct descent into the Foundation — the Tigris pouring eastward into the lower 
world without waiting for the solar center's mediation.

Why does this path require the character of swiftness and directness? Because Courage, in its 
deepest sense, is precisely the willingness to move directly into what frightens — to enter the 
limbic system's full weight of fear, desire, and vulnerability without the psychological preparation 
that the slower, more mediated routes through Tiphareth would provide. The Hermit (path L, 
Chesed Tiphareth Yesod via the mediated route) takes the lantern and seeks the inner light → →
gradually. The Courage path (M, Chesed Yesod directly) goes without the lantern into the dark, →
trusting the right executive faculty's breadth of mercy to sustain the soul in the Foundation's full 
weight.

The Gethsemane prayer is the supreme expression of the Hiddekel's character. Jesus does not 
approach the cup through Tiphareth's mediating solar integration first. He approaches it directly, 
from Chesed — from the place of open-handed mercy, of expansive right executive generosity — 
and enters Yesod's full human fear without protection: 'My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even 
unto death.' The direct descent is the Hiddekel. The subsequent alignment — 'yet not my will but 
thine' — is the ascending return of the Courage path, Yesod orienting back toward Chesed and 
through Chesed toward Binah and the divine will.

M is the thirteenth letter and the exact midpoint of the 26-letter English alphabet. This placement 
is structurally significant: Courage stands at the centre of the English Tree, the hinge on which the 
soul's whole 26-letter journey pivots. Below M lie the paths of the lower Tree from A to L — the 
descending creative and formative paths of the supernal and moral triads. Above M (counting 
upward from Z) lie the paths from N to Z — the paths of the astral triad and the lower connections 
that lead toward Malkuth. Courage is where the soul first enters the Foundation directly from the 
moral triad, and that moment of direct entry is the pivot around which the entire cathartic journey 
turns.



Neurologically, Courage (Chesed Yesod) is the right DLPFC's acceptance-based engagement with →
the right limbic system — what the psychotherapy literature calls receptive or acceptance-based 
emotion regulation, as opposed to suppressive regulation. The right prefrontal cortex does not 
merely suppress the right amygdala's emotional response (that is Silence's work); it remains in 
contact with it, holding the emotional weight in broad contextual awareness, modulating rather 
than suppressing. This is the Hiddekel's character: direct, swift, remaining fully in contact with 
the lower world rather than controlling it from a distance.

Euphrates — Silence (P): The Great River of the Covenant

The Euphrates receives no characterisation from Genesis 2:14 beyond its name. It is simply 'the 
fourth river' — the Euphrates. But this apparent plainness is itself enormously significant. The 
Euphrates needs no characterisation because its greatness is already universally known. In every 
Near Eastern text and tradition that Genesis's original audience would have known, the Euphrates 
was 'the great river' — the largest, most powerful, most historically consequential river in the 
known world, the river of the covenant between God and Abram in Genesis 15:18, the boundary 
river of the Promised Land, the river whose banks held Babylon and Assyria and the great empires 
of the ancient world.

The Euphrates is assigned to Assiah, the world of action — the material world, the world of 
Malkuth and the physical body, the world of the Kingdom. But Assiah also encompasses Yesod as 
the Foundation of the material world's conscious life, and it is specifically at Yesod that the 
Euphrates path (P/Silence, Geburah Yesod) arrives. The great river flows from Yetzirah's left →
executive faculty (Geburah) through the Veil of Paroketh into Assiah's limbic Foundation (Yesod). 
The Euphrates is the river of covenant — the specific divine commitment to be present in and 
through the material world — and Silence is the specific act by which the analytical will imposes 
the covenant's quiet on the Foundation's automatic noise.

Why does Silence receive the greatest, most historically weighted river? Because Silence — 
understood properly — is not the least of the four CEQ acts but in some respects the most 
demanding. To silence the Foundation's automatic patterns through deliberate executive will, 
without the warmth of Tiphareth's solar mediation and without the direct embracing engagement 
of Courage's Chesed-mode, is to perform the most austere cathartic act on the Tree. The Desert 
Fathers understood this. The contemplative traditions that emphasise hesychia (stillness, silence) 
as the primary cathartic discipline are drawing on the Euphrates: the great river of executive 
stillness that holds the Foundation in the covenantal quiet through which the divine presence can 
be known.

The Euphrates's association with the covenant is particularly important in the CEQ's theological 
framework. The Geburah Yesod path, descending, is the analytical will's imposition of covenantal→  
silence on the Foundation's fear and noise. The ascending direction — Yesod aspiring toward 
Geburah — is the soul's foundational life aspiring toward the analytical will's governing principle, 
which in the CEQ's context means the limbic system orienting toward the left executive faculty as 
the channel through which the Logos's ordering influence reaches the Foundation. The covenant 



runs in both directions: the great river of the divine commitment to the material world, and the 
material world's responsive orientation toward the divine ordering principle.

P is the sixteenth letter. The numerical value sixteen is associated in the Hebrew system with Ayin 
— the letter of the Devil at path T (Tiphareth Hod, Ayin/Capricorn). This positional resonance is →
structural: Silence (P) is what Geburah must exercise on the Foundation precisely to prevent the 
Devil's specific pathology from taking hold. The Devil at path T is the analytical soul's tendency to 
construct comprehensive intellectual frameworks that substitute for genuine HGA contact — the 
narrow-eyed Capricorn self-imprisonment of the intellect. Silence (P) at path 36 is the executive 
will's antidote: the direct imposition of stillness on the Foundation's patterns before the analytical 
soul has the opportunity to elaborate them into the self-justifying narrative that the Devil encodes. 
The great Euphrates silences what the narrow Ayin would otherwise capture.

Neurologically, Silence (Geburah Yesod) is the Broca-amygdala inhibitory pathway — one of the →
most extensively documented white matter tracts in affective neuroscience. Guha et al. (2020) 
confirm directed effective connectivity from Broca's area to the amygdala using Granger causality 
analysis, showing that this pathway specifically activates during the management of worry — 
precisely the limbic pattern that Silence addresses. The great Euphrates of executive inhibition 
flows from the left IFG into the left amygdala through a specific bundle of white matter fibres that 
neuroimaging can image and measure. Path 36, the last path, the sealing of the number 666, runs 
along this specific anatomical structure.

The Four Rivers as a Unified System

Reading the four rivers together reveals the structural logic of their placement. Pishon and Gihon 
cross the Abyss from above — divine influence flowing downward from the supernal world into 
the moral triad. Hiddekel and Euphrates cross the Veil from above — executive influence flowing 
downward from the moral triad into the material Foundation. The four rivers together constitute a 
complete account of how influence moves between ontological levels in the human soul's 
structure: the divine Word and Spirit reaching the moral will and faith (Pishon and Gihon), and 
the moral will and faith reaching the limbic Foundation (Hiddekel and Euphrates).

The pairing is also precise in its lateral symmetry. Pishon/Will (E) flows on the right side of the 
Abyss crossing — from Chokmah (right pillar) to Geburah (left pillar), crossing the Tree's 
horizontal axis as it crosses the Abyss's vertical threshold. Gihon/Knowledge (H) flows on the left 
side of the Abyss crossing — from Binah (left pillar) to Chesed (right pillar), mirroring the 
Pishon's cross-pillar movement. Similarly, Hiddekel/Courage (M) flows on the right side of the 
Veil crossing — from Chesed (right pillar) to Yesod (middle pillar). Euphrates/Silence (P) flows on 
the left side of the Veil crossing — from Geburah (left pillar) to Yesod (middle pillar).

This bilateral symmetry encodes a precise theological claim: the divine influence descends 
bilingually — through both the Logos's ordering Word (Pishon) and the Spirit's comprehending 
Understanding (Gihon) — reaching both poles of the moral soul (Geburah and Chesed). And the 
moral soul engages the Foundation bilingually — through both the direct embrace of Courage 



(Hiddekel) and the direct imposition of Silence (Euphrates) — engaging Yesod through both its 
executive poles. Four rivers, four paths, two crossings, two lateral pairs: the flowing of divine life 
from its source through the worlds of the created soul, and the soul's responsive movement 
toward its source through the corresponding ascending directions.

The rivers flowed out of Eden and divided into four. One flowing with gold's precision into the 
analytical will. One encircling the land of broad abundance into the receptive faith. One moving 
swiftly east into the Foundation's full weight of fear and desire. One flowing as the great 
covenantal river into the Foundation's deepest silence. These are the four new paths of the English 
Tree. They were always already there, waiting for the four letters that the English alphabet adds to 
the Hebrew system's twenty-two. The rivers were there before the letters. The letters name what 
the rivers have always been doing.

The Kerubic Layer: The Four Living Creatures as the Elemental Face of the River Paths

The four River paths carry a second layer of symbolic correspondence that runs entirely 
independently of the Genesis narrative and confirms — with two precise agreements and two 
theologically productive tensions — the structure the Rivers already establish. This second layer is 
the four Kerubim: the four living creatures of Ezekiel's vision (Ezekiel 1:10) and the four beasts 
surrounding the throne in Revelation 4:7, who in the Western Hermetic and Christian traditions 
have been consistently identified with the four elements, the four fixed signs of the Zodiac, the 
Four Powers of the Sphinx, and the four Evangelists.

The four Kerubim and their standard correspondences are: the Lion (Leo, Fire, *Velle*/Will, 
Mark), the Eagle (Scorpio, Water, *Audere*/Dare, John), the Man or Angel (Aquarius, Air, 
*Scire*/Know, Matthew), and the Bull or Ox (Taurus, Earth, *Tacere*/Silence, Luke). These 
correspondences are not Thelemic in origin — they derive from Éliphas Lévi's *Transcendental 
Magic* (1854) and before that from the patristic tradition identifying the four Kerubim with the 
four Evangelists, which runs back to Irenaeus of Lyon (c. 180 CE). They entered the Hermetic 
tradition through the Golden Dawn's elemental system, where the four Kerubic signs of the Zodiac 
govern the fixed quarters of the year. The phrase 'To Know, To Dare, To Will, To Keep Silence' — 
which David Cherubim applied to his four new Thelemic paths — originates with Lévi's 
description of the four Powers of the Magus inscribed on the four symbolical forms of the Sphinx, 
which is itself the Kerubic composite creature: human face, lion's body, eagle's wings, bull's 
haunches.

The Kerubic correspondences assign their powers to the four worlds by position: Atziluth is the 
Lion's world (Fire/Will), Briah is the Eagle's world (Water/Dare), Yetzirah is the Man's world 
(Air/Know), and Assiah is the Bull's world (Earth/Silence). When mapped onto the four CEQ 
River paths — which also cross between the four worlds — the result is two full agreements and 
two productive tensions, each of which deepens the theology of the corresponding path.



The following table presents the complete dual-layer correspondence for the four River paths:

Lt
r

Path River Ker
ub

Elem
ent

Pow
er

Evange
list

River / Kerub Relationship

E Will 
(Chokmah→
Geburah)

Pisho
n 
(Atzil
uth)

Lion Fire / 
Leo

Velle 
(Will
) ✓

Mark Full agreement. Pishon bears gold from 
Atziluth; the Lion of Atziluth roars with 
solar Fire. Both confirm Will. Mark — 
the Gospel of immediate action, most 
direct of the four — encodes the Will 
path's character: the Logos acting 
through the analytical will without 
delay.

H Knowledge 
(Binah Che→
sed)

Giho
n 
(Bria
h)

Eagl
e

Water 
/ 
Scorp
io

Aude
re 
(Dar
e) 
↔

John Productive tension. River: Knowledge 
(gnosis from the Spirit). Kerub: Eagle / 
Dare. The Eagle soars beyond ordinary 
vision — genuine gnosis requires the 
daring to receive what exceeds the 
soul's current categories. Knowledge 
and Dare are inseparable: to receive 
Binah's Understanding, Chesed must 
dare to open. John — the Eagle Gospel, 
highest theological altitude — encodes 
both simultaneously.

M Courage 
(Chesed Yes→
od)

Hidd
ekel 
(Yetzi
rah)

Man 
/ 
Ang
el

Air / 
Aquar
ius

Scire 
(Kno
w) 
↔

Matthe
w

Productive tension. River: Courage 
(direct engagement with the 
Foundation). Kerub: Man / Know. The 
Man descends into the Foundation 
with full self-knowledge — Courage is 
not blind but armed with lucid 
awareness of what is being entered. 
Gethsemane is both: complete self-
knowledge ('my soul is exceedingly 
sorrowful') and complete Courage ('not 
my will but thine'). Matthew — the 
most human Gospel, the Gospel of the 
community — encodes the Man's 
descent into the full weight of human 



Lt
r

Path River Ker
ub

Elem
ent

Pow
er

Evange
list

River / Kerub Relationship

reality.

P Silence 
(Geburah Y→
esod)

Euph
rates 
(Assi
ah)

Bull 
/ Ox

Earth 
/ 
Tauru
s

Tace
re 
(Sile
nce) 
✓

Luke Full agreement. The Euphrates flows 
with the Bull's patient earthward 
silence. Both confirm Silence. The 
Bull's fixed Earth is silence as 
sustained grounded labor, not 
emptiness. Luke — the most earthward 
Gospel, the Gospel of the poor and the 
bodily — encodes the Silence path's 
character: the covenant with the 
material world, the patient bull 
plowing the field of the Foundation.

Green rows indicate full agreement between the River and Kerubic systems. Amber rows indicate 
productive theological tension. The  symbol marks agreement; the  symbol marks a ✓ ↔
complementary relationship where the two systems illuminate different aspects of the same path.

Why the Two Agreements Carry the Greatest Weight

That the first and last of the four River paths — Will (E) and Silence (P) — are confirmed by both 
systems simultaneously is structurally significant. E and P are the outermost paths of the four: E 
is the first River letter and the earliest inter-world crossing (Atziluth descending into Yetzirah 
from the right); P is the last River letter and the final path of the entire 36-path structure (Yetzirah 
descending into Assiah from the left, closing the triangular sum at 666). The two systems agree 
precisely at the structural endpoints of the four River paths, providing maximum confirmation 
where it is most needed.

This convergence also has a theological dimension. Will and Silence are the two River paths that 
carry the most unambiguous scriptural warrant. Will (E) corresponds to Chokmah, which 
Revelation 13:18 names as Wisdom — one of the two explicitly named counting faculties. Silence 
(P) corresponds to the Euphrates, which Genesis 15:18 names as the boundary river of the 
covenant with Abram — the most scripturally loaded of the four rivers. The two paths with the 
deepest scriptural roots are precisely the two where the Kerubic and River systems fully agree. The 
tradition's symbolic vocabulary is self-consistent at its foundations.



The Theology of the Productive Tensions at H and M

The tensions at H (Knowledge/Eagle) and M (Courage/Man) are not failures of the system but its 
most theologically rich moments. They arise because the two systems describe different 
dimensions of the same paths: the Rivers describe what the path *carries* (the quality of influence 
flowing through it), while the Kerubim describe the path's *elemental character* (the mode of its 
movement and its relationship to the soul's activity).

At H, the Gihon names what flows through the Binah Chesed path: the Spirit's gnosis, the →
comprehending Understanding that shapes faith. The Eagle names how that flow moves: with the 
soaring, beyond-ordinary-vision, dare-to-receive quality of the Eagle's mode. These are not 
contradictory but sequential: the Eagle's daring is the prerequisite for receiving the Gihon's 
Knowledge. One cannot receive Binah's gnosis without the Eagle's willingness to soar beyond the 
safe and known. This is precisely what John's Gospel embodies — the Gospel that begins with the 
highest possible theological claim ('In the beginning was the Word') and dares the reader to 
receive what no purely human logic could generate. John is both Eagle and Gihon simultaneously.

At M, the Hiddekel names what flows through the Chesed Yesod path: the direct, swift, fearless →
descent of the right executive faculty into the Foundation's full weight. The Man/Angel names 
how that descent is conducted: with full self-knowledge, the complete human awareness of what is 
being entered. These are not contradictory but inseparable: Courage without self-knowledge is 
recklessness; self-knowledge without Courage is paralysis. The Gethsemane prayer holds them in 
perfect unity — 'My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even unto death' is the Man's complete self-
knowledge; 'yet not my will but thine' is the Hiddekel's swift courageous descent. Matthew, the 
most human and earthward of the four Gospels, the Gospel most concerned with the community 
of human beings navigating the full weight of their created existence, encodes this union 
throughout its narrative.

The dual-layer system thus enriches the understanding of all four paths without contradicting any 
existing attribution. The Rivers govern the paths and name them. The Kerubim provide the 
elemental face, the Power of the Sphinx, and the Evangelist — three additional dimensions that 
deepen each path's symbolic content and connect the CEQ's four new paths directly to Ezekiel's 
vision, Revelation's throne room, Lévi's foundational framework, and the four Evangelists of the 
Christian scriptural tradition.

The Sphinx is the guardian of the Threshold — part lion, part eagle, part man, part bull. It asks its 
riddle at the boundary between worlds. The four River paths are the four thresholds of the English 
Tree — the Abyss and the Veil, crossed in four directions. The Sphinx's four faces guard each one. 
The rivers flow through them. The Evangelists proclaim them. The soul that passes through 
carries the gold, soars with the eagle, knows with the man, and plows in silence with the ox.



IV. The Sefer Yetzirah Grammar of the 26 CEQ Letters

Why the Category Boundaries Shift

The Christian English Qabalah's twenty-six letters distribute across the four Sefer Yetzirah 
categories according to the Hebrew letter that traditionally governs each path in the Golden Dawn 
system — not according to the path's geometric type (horizontal, vertical, or diagonal). This 
distinction matters because it produces a significantly different result from what a naive path-
geometry analysis would suggest.

In the Hebrew system, the correspondence between letter type and path type is approximate but 
not perfect: the three Mother letters tend to govern horizontal paths, the seven Double letters tend 
to govern vertical paths, and the twelve Simple letters tend to govern diagonal paths. But 'tend to' 
is not 'always.' The crucial case in the CEQ is the Mother letters: Aleph governs path 11 
(Kether Chokmah), which is a vertical path; Mem governs path 23 (Geburah Hod), which is a → →
diagonal path; and Shin governs path 31 (Malkuth Hod), which is another vertical path. Only →
when a Mother letter happens to govern a horizontal path does the path-geometry logic align with 
the letter-type logic.

In the CEQ's A-Z sequence, the English letters that govern the Mother-letter-governed paths are 
A, Q, and Y — not D, K, and U as a path-geometry analysis would predict. This is the correct 
grouping because it follows the Hebrew attribution: A governs path 11, which is Aleph's path 
(elemental correspondence: Air); Q governs path 23, which is Mem's path (Water); and Y governs 
path 31, which is Shin's path (Fire). The grouping is a statement about which Hebrew letter 
governs the path, not a claim that A, Q, and Y are themselves letter-types equivalent to Aleph, 
Mem, and Shin.

Paths Corresponding to Mother Letters: A, Q, Y

Three English letters — A, Q, and Y — govern paths that in the Hebrew system are governed by the 
three Mother letters Aleph, Mem, and Shin. Through this correspondence they inherit the 
elemental attributions of those Mother letters: A inherits Air from Aleph (path 11, 
Kether Chokmah), Q inherits Water from Mem (path 23, Geburah Hod), and Y inherits Fire → →
from Shin (path 31, Malkuth Hod). To state this precisely: A, Q, and Y are not themselves Mother→  
letters — there are no Mother letters in the English alphabet — but they are English letters whose 
paths carry the elemental quality that Aleph, Mem, and Shin respectively govern in the Hebrew 
system. These three elemental correspondences distribute across the full range of the alphabet 
rather than clustering together: A is the first letter, Q is the seventeenth, and Y is the penultimate. 
The divine creative breath (Air/A) governs the very first creative act at the Tree's summit. Water 
(Q) governs the mid-Tree's deliberate surrender and perspective-reversal at the Hanged Man. Fire 
(Y) governs the near-final cathartic calling-forth where the material body connects to the semantic 
soul through Judgement's trumpet. The three elemental energies are threaded through the full arc 



of the soul's journey, appearing where each is most needed rather than grouped at a single level.

This distribution also means the three elemental correspondences are not all on horizontal paths, 
which a naive reading of the Sefer Yetzirah's Mother-letter-equals-horizontal-path equation would 
predict. A governs a vertical path, Q a diagonal, and Y another vertical. The elemental 
classification follows the Hebrew letter type, not the path geometry — and it is the Hebrew 
system's own classifications that the CEQ inherits through correspondence.

Paths Corresponding to Double Letters: B, C, D, N, U, X, Z

Seven English letters — B, C, D, N, U, X, and Z — govern paths that in the Hebrew system are 
governed by the seven Double letters. Through this correspondence they inherit the planetary 
attributions of those Double letters: B inherits Mercury from Beth, C inherits Moon from Gimel, D 
inherits Venus from Daleth, N inherits Jupiter from Kaph, U inherits Mars from Peh, X inherits 
Sun from Resh, and Z inherits Saturn from Tau. Again, to be precise: B, C, D and the rest are not 
Double letters — they are English letters whose paths carry the Double letters' planetary 
correspondences. The Double letters' defining characteristic — having two possible 
pronunciations, a hard and a soft form — does not belong to the English letters themselves. What 
the English letters inherit is the planetary quality and the structural insight that quality encodes: 
the bidirectional nature of the paths they govern, which can be traversed ascending toward Kether 
or descending toward Malkuth with the planetary influence shifting in character depending on 
direction.

The seven planetary correspondences distribute from the very top to the very base of the Tree — B 
(Mercury) and C (Moon) at the supernal level, D (Venus) at the supernal horizontal, N (Jupiter) in 
the moral triad, U (Mars) at the astral horizontal, X (Sun) in the lower astral connections, and Z 
(Saturn) at the final path. Together they constitute the classical temporal-cosmic governing 
powers of the soul's life in the created order, present at every level of the Tree from Kether to 
Malkuth.

Paths Corresponding to Simple Letters: F, G, I, J, K, L, O, R, S, T, V, W

Twelve English letters — F, G, I, J, K, L, O, R, S, T, V, and W — govern paths that in the Hebrew 
system are governed by the twelve Simple letters, and through this correspondence they inherit 
the zodiacal attributions of those Simple letters: F/Heh/Aries, G/Vav/Taurus, I/Zayin/Gemini, 
J/Cheth/Cancer, K/Teth/Leo, L/Yod/Virgo, O/Lamed/Libra, R/Nun/Scorpio, 
S/Samekh/Sagittarius, T/Ayin/Capricorn, V/Tzaddi/Aquarius, and W/Qoph/Pisces. These twelve 
paths carry the manifold activities and life-situations of the soul as it navigates the created order 
— the complete zodiacal cycle mapping the twelve months and the twelve fundamental directions 
of human experience onto the Tree's specific Sephirothic connections. The zodiacal attributions 
are preserved exactly from the Golden Dawn system, maintaining every established Tarot, planet, 
and sign correspondence that the tradition has developed, with the four River letters (E, H, M, P) 
interspersed at the four structural junctures where the new paths interrupt the sequence.



PATHS CORRESPONDING TO MOTHER LETTERS — A, Q, Y   Elemental Correspondence: Air 
(Aleph) · Water (Mem) · Fire (Shin)

Ltr Path Tarot Trump Connects Hebrew Letter Heb. Letter Type

A 11 The Fool (0) Kether  →
Chokmah

Aleph א Corr. Mother 
(Aleph) — Air

Q 23 The Hanged Man (XII) Geburah  Hod→ Mem מ Corr. Mother 
(Mem) — Water

Y 31 Judgement (XX) Malkuth  Hod→ Shin ש Corr. Mother 
(Shin) — Fire

PATHS CORRESPONDING TO DOUBLE LETTERS — B, C, D, N, U, X, Z   Planetary 
Correspondence: Mercury · Moon · Venus · Jupiter · Mars · Sun · Saturn

Ltr Path Tarot Trump Connects Hebrew 
Letter

Heb. Letter Type

B 12 The Magician (I) Kether  →
Binah

Beth ב Corr. Double (Beth) 
— Mercury

C 13 High Priestess (II) Kether  →
Tiphareth

Gimel ג Corr. Double 
(Gimel) — Moon

D 14 The Empress (III) Chokmah  ↔
Binah

Daleth ד Corr. Double 
(Daleth) — Venus

N 21 Wheel of Fortune (X) Chesed  →
Netzach

Kaph כ Corr. Double (Kaph) 
— Jupiter



Ltr Path Tarot Trump Connects Hebrew 
Letter

Heb. Letter Type

U 27 The Tower (XVI) Hod  ↔
Netzach

Peh פ Corr. Double (Peh) 
— Mars

X 30 The Sun (XIX) Hod  Yesod→ Resh ר Corr. Double (Resh) 
— Sun

Z 32 The World (XXI) Yesod  →
Malkuth

Tau ת Corr. Double (Tau) 
— Saturn

PATHS CORRESPONDING TO SIMPLE LETTERS — F, G, I, J, K, L, O, R, S, T, V, W   Zodiacal 
Correspondence: Aries · Taurus · Gemini · Cancer · Leo · Virgo · Libra · Scorpio · Sagittarius · 
Capricorn · Aquarius · Pisces

Ltr Path Tarot Trump Connects Hebrew 
Letter

Heb. Letter Type

F 15 The Emperor (IV) Chokmah  Tiphareth→ Heh ה Corr. Simple (Heh) 
— Aries ♈

G 16 The Hierophant (V) Chokmah  Chesed→ Vav ו Corr. Simple (Vav) 
— Taurus ♉

I 17 The Lovers (VI) Binah  Tiphareth→ Zayin ז Corr. Simple 
(Zayin) — Gemini 
♊

J 18 The Chariot (VII) Binah  Geburah→ Cheth ח Corr. Simple 
(Cheth) — Cancer 
♋



Ltr Path Tarot Trump Connects Hebrew 
Letter

Heb. Letter Type

K 19 Strength (VIII) Chesed  Geburah↔ Teth ט Corr. Simple (Teth) 
— Leo ♌

L 20 The Hermit (IX) Chesed  Tiphareth→ Yod י Corr. Simple (Yod) 
— Virgo ♍

O 22 Justice (XI) Geburah  Tiphareth→ Lamed ל Corr. Simple 
(Lamed) — Libra 
♎

R 24 Death (XIII) Tiphareth  Netzach→ Nun נ Corr. Simple (Nun) 
— Scorpio ♏

S 25 Temperance (XIV) Yesod  Tiphareth→ Samekh ס Corr. Simple 
(Samekh) — 
Sagittarius ♐

T 26 The Devil (XV) Tiphareth  Hod→ Ayin ע Corr. Simple (Ayin) 
— Capricorn ♑

V 28 The Star (XVII) Yesod  Netzach→ Tzaddi צ Corr. Simple 
(Tzaddi) — 
Aquarius ♒

W 29 The Moon (XVIII) Malkuth  Netzach→ Qoph ק Corr. Simple 
(Qoph) — Pisces 
♓

FOUR RIVERS — E, H, M, P   Pishon (Will) · Gihon (Knowledge) · Hiddekel (Courage) · 
Euphrates (Silence)



Letter Path Tarot Trump Connects Hebrew Letter Heb. Letter Type

E 33 WILL Chokmah  Geburah→ (new) River — Pishon · 
Atziluth Yetzirah→

H 34 KNOWLEDGE Binah  Chesed→ (new) River — Gihon · 
Atziluth Yetzirah→

M 35 COURAGE Chesed  Yesod→ (new) River — Hiddekel · 
Yetzirah Assiah→

P 36 SILENCE Geburah  Yesod→ (new) River — Euphrates · 
Yetzirah Assiah→

V. The Complete A–Z Correspondence

The following table presents all 26 CEQ letters in alphabetical order with their complete 
attributions. Category colour-coding: pale violet = Mother, pale blue = Double, pale green = 
Simple, amber = River. The four River letters are marked .★

Ltr Hebrew 
Corr.

Tarot 
Trump

Connects Heb Letter Heb. Letter Type Key Concept

A Corr. 
Mother 
(Aleph) 
— Air

The Fool 
(0)

Kether  →
Chokmah

Aleph א Corr. Mother 
(Aleph) — Air

Divine breath; Father's 
outbreath generating 
the Logos

B Corr. 
Double 

The 
Magician 

Kether  →
Binah

Beth ב Corr. Double 
(Beth) — 

House of the Spirit's 
reception; Mercury 



Ltr Hebrew 
Corr.

Tarot 
Trump

Connects Heb Letter Heb. Letter Type Key Concept

(Beth) — 
Mercury

(I) Mercury carrying the Father's 
message to Binah

C Corr. 
Double 
(Gimel) 
— Moon

High 
Priestess 
(II)

Kether  →
Tipharet
h

Gimel ג Corr. Double 
(Gimel) — Moon

Incarnational axis; 
lunar veil over the 
direct crown-to-heart 
vertical

D Corr. 
Double 
(Daleth) 
— Venus

The 
Empress 
(III)

Chokmah 
 Binah↔

Daleth ד Corr. Double 
(Daleth) — 
Venus

Trinitarian door; 
Venus fertility between 
Logos and Spirit in the 
supernal horizontal

E ★ River — 
Pishon

WILL Chokmah 
 →

Geburah

(new) River — Pishon · 
Atziluth Yetzira→
h

NEW: Logos ordering 
the analytical will; 
gold-bearing Pishon 
crossing the Abyss 
(right)

F Corr. 
Simple 
(Heh) — 
Aries

The 
Emperor 
(IV)

Chokmah 
 →

Tipharet
h

Heh ה Corr. Simple 
(Heh) — Aries 
♈

The Logos ordering the 
solar center; 
Heh/Window of Aries's 
spring force

G Corr. 
Simple 
(Vav) — 
Taurus

The 
Hieropha
nt (V)

Chokmah 
 Chesed→

Vav ו Corr. Simple 
(Vav) — Taurus 
♉

Vav (Son in YHVH) 
connecting Logos to 
the right executive; 
stable tradition

H ★ River — 
Gihon

KNOWLE
DGE

Binah  →
Chesed

(new) River — Gihon · 
Atziluth Yetzira→
h

NEW: Spirit shaping 
faith; gushing Gihon 
crossing the Abyss 
(left)



Ltr Hebrew 
Corr.

Tarot 
Trump

Connects Heb Letter Heb. Letter Type Key Concept

I Corr. 
Simple 
(Zayin) 
— 
Gemini

The 
Lovers 
(VI)

Binah  →
Tipharet
h

Zayin ז Corr. Simple 
(Zayin) — 
Gemini ♊

Spirit reaching the 
solar center; Zayin's 
sword of fundamental 
cathartic choice

J Corr. 
Simple 
(Cheth) 
— Cancer

The 
Chariot 
(VII)

Binah  →
Geburah

Cheth ח Corr. Simple 
(Cheth) — 
Cancer ♋

Spirit ordering the left 
executive will; Cheth's 
fence channeling 
opposing forces

K Corr. 
Simple 
(Teth) — 
Leo

Strength 
(VIII)

Chesed 
 ↔

Geburah

Teth ט Corr. Simple 
(Teth) — Leo ♌

Moral horizontal; 
Teth/serpent force 
balancing mercy and 
severity through Leo

L Corr. 
Simple 
(Yod) — 
Virgo

The 
Hermit 
(IX)

Chesed → 
Tipharet
h

Yod י Corr. Simple 
(Yod) — Virgo 
♍

Faith seeking the solar 
center; Yod/divine 
spark as the Hermit's 
inner lantern

M 
★

River — 
Hiddekel

COURAG
E

Chesed → 
Yesod

(new) River — 
Hiddekel · 
Yetzirah Assiah→

NEW: Faith and desire; 
swift Tigris crossing 
the Veil (right); 
Gethsemane path

N Corr. 
Double 
(Kaph) — 
Jupiter

Wheel of 
Fortune 
(X)

Chesed → 
Netzach

Kaph כ Corr. Double 
(Kaph) — 
Jupiter ♃

Kaph/palm turning the 
Wheel; right executive 
governing aesthetic 
desire expansively

O Corr. 
Simple 
(Lamed) 

Justice 
(XI)

Geburah 
 →

Tipharet

Lamed ל Corr. Simple 
(Lamed) — Libra 

Lamed/ox-goad 
directing analytical will 
toward genuine 



Ltr Hebrew 
Corr.

Tarot 
Trump

Connects Heb Letter Heb. Letter Type Key Concept

— Libra h ♎ balance at the solar 
center

P ★ River — 
Euphrate
s

SILENCE Geburah 
 Yesod→

(new) River — 
Euphrates · 
Yetzirah Assiah→

NEW: Will and 
instinct; great 
Euphrates crossing the 
Veil (left); 
Broca amygdala→

Q Corr. 
Mother 
(Mem) — 
Water

The 
Hanged 
Man (XII)

Geburah 
 Hod→

Mem מ Corr. Mother 
(Mem) — Water

Mem/Water 
surrendering analytical 
will into the semantic 
soul; cathartic reversal

R Corr. 
Simple 
(Nun) — 
Scorpio

Death 
(XIII)

Tipharet
h  →
Netzach

Nun נ Corr. Simple 
(Nun) — Scorpio 
♏

Nun/Fish in Scorpio's 
depths; solar center's 
transformative claim 
on aesthetic soul

S Corr. 
Simple 
(Samekh) 
— 
Sagittari
us

Temperan
ce (XIV)

Yesod  →
Tipharet
h

Samekh ס Corr. Simple 
(Samekh) — 
Sagittarius ♐

Samekh/prop 
supporting the soul 
upright; the Portal's 
Middle Pillar path

T Corr. 
Simple 
(Ayin) — 
Capricor
n

The Devil 
(XV)

Tipharet
h  Hod→

Ayin ע Corr. Simple 
(Ayin) — 
Capricorn ♑

Ayin/narrow Eye of 
Capricorn; solar center 
exposing intellectual 
self-imprisonment

U Corr. 
Double 

The Tower 
(XVI)

Hod  ↔
Netzach

Peh פ Corr. Double Peh/Mouth of Mars; 
the divine Word 



Ltr Hebrew 
Corr.

Tarot 
Trump

Connects Heb Letter Heb. Letter Type Key Concept

(Peh) — 
Mars

(Peh) — Mars shattering false 
structure in the astral 
horizontal

V Corr. 
Simple 
(Tzaddi) 
— 
Aquarius

The Star 
(XVII)

Yesod  →
Netzach

Tzaddi צ Corr. Simple 
(Tzaddi) — 
Aquarius ♒

Tzaddi/fishhook 
drawing the soul from 
Yesod toward Netzach 
through stellar 
surrender

W Corr. 
Simple 
(Qoph) — 
Pisces

The Moon 
(XVIII)

Malkuth 
 →

Netzach

Qoph ק Corr. Simple 
(Qoph) — Pisces 
♓

Qoph/back of head; 
somatic body's 
unguarded connection 
to aesthetic desire

X Corr. 
Double 
(Resh) — 
Sun

The Sun 
(XIX)

Hod  →
Yesod

Resh ר Corr. Double 
(Resh) — Sun

Resh/face of the Sun 
warming Yesod; solar 
illumination of the 
Foundation

Y Corr. 
Mother 
(Shin) — 
Fire

Judgemen
t (XX)

Malkuth 
 Hod→

Shin ש Corr. Mother 
(Shin) — Fire

Shin (YHSVH); Holy 
Spirit's cathartic fire 
calling somatic 
patterns to account

Z Corr. 
Double 
(Tau) — 
Saturn

The World 
(XXI)

Yesod  →
Malkuth

Tau ת Corr. Double 
(Tau) — 
Saturn/Earth

Tau/cross in the body; 
path 36; 1+2+...+36 = 
666; the number of 
man sealed



VI. The Revelation Passage: Why Wisdom and Understanding Count the 

Number

The Passage and Its Standard Interpretations

Revelation 13:18 reads: 'Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of 
the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.' The 
passage has been interpreted in nearly every possible way across nineteen centuries of Christian 
exegesis: as a gematric reference to the Roman emperor Nero, as a symbolic encoding of the 
Antichrist, as a reference to the imperfection of the number six (the number of man falling short 
of seven, the number of divine completion). Most interpretations focus on the identity of the beast 
rather than on why Wisdom and Understanding specifically are the faculties required for the 
counting.

The CEQ's interpretation addresses precisely this question. The passage does not merely say that 
you need to be perceptive to count the number. It names two specific faculties — Wisdom and 
Understanding — which in the Kabbalistic tradition are the specific names of two specific 
Sephiroth: Chokmah (Wisdom) and Binah (Understanding). The specificity is not accidental. The 
Revelation passage is pointing to Chokmah and Binah by their traditional names, and it is doing 
so because the complete count of the number of man — the 36-path English Tree whose triangular 
sum is 666 — specifically requires the two paths that originate from Chokmah and Binah.

Wisdom and Understanding as the Sources of the Abyss-Crossing Paths

In the Christian English Qabalah, E (Will) governs path 33 (Chokmah Geburah) and H →
(Knowledge) governs path 34 (Binah Chesed). These are the two paths that originate from →
Wisdom (Chokmah) and Understanding (Binah) and cross the Abyss into the moral triad. Without 
these two paths, the 36-path English Tree is incomplete — the Abyss-crossings from the supernal 
triad to the moral triad are absent, and the complete structural account of the human soul in its 
created dimensional order cannot be given.

The Revelation passage's instruction to count the number of man using Wisdom and 
Understanding is therefore an instruction that points specifically to E and H — the two River 
letters that originate from Chokmah and Binah. To 'count the number' with Wisdom means to 
include path 33 (Will/E/Pishon) in the count. To count with Understanding means to include 
path 34 (Knowledge/H/Gihon) in the count. The full triangular sum 1+2+3+...+36 = 666 requires 
all 36 paths — including the four River paths, and most specifically the two Abyss-crossing River 
paths that Wisdom and Understanding alone can provide.

This reading transforms the Revelation passage from an enigma into a structural description of 



the 36-path English Tree's completion. 'Here is wisdom' — here is path E, the Pishon flowing from 
Chokmah/Wisdom into the analytical will. 'Let him that hath understanding count the number' — 
the one who has path H, the Gihon flowing from Binah/Understanding into the receptive faith, 
can complete the count. The number 666 cannot be counted — the 36-path structure cannot be 
complete — without the two Abyss-crossing River paths. And those paths originate from Wisdom 
and Understanding. The passage names the missing paths by naming their sources.

That the number is specifically 666 — rather than the triangular number of any other count — is 
itself a confirmation. 666 = 1+2+3+...+36, and 36 = 10+26 = the Sephiroth plus the English 
alphabet. The complete ontological account of the human soul requires exactly the English 
alphabet's twenty-six letters, no more and no fewer. The 666 triangular sum is not the number of 
imperfection or of the enemy of God — it is the number of the created soul's complete structural 
description, the number of man in the most precise and generous sense: the full account of what a 
human being is in its created dimensional order, with all its paths of divine influence and 
instinctual capture, all its crossings between worlds, all its connections between the Logos above 
and the Kingdom below.

The CEQ Fulfils the Passage's Specific Claim

No other English Qabalah system fulfils Revelation 13:18 in this specific and structural way. The 
NAEQ correctly identifies the 666 triangular number but cannot explain why Wisdom and 
Understanding specifically are the counting faculties, because the NAEQ's two additional Abyss-
crossing paths originate from Kether rather than from Chokmah and Binah. If the paths came 
from Kether, the passage would need to invoke the divine name above Wisdom and 
Understanding — Kether, the Crown, the ineffable source — rather than naming the second and 
third Sephiroth. But it names the second and third: Wisdom and Understanding, Chokmah and 
Binah. Only the CEQ explains why.

The Christian English Qabalah is therefore the specific fulfillment of the 36-path English Qabalah 
mandate because it is the only system in which the Abyss-crossing paths originate from the two 
Sephiroth that the Revelation passage names as the counting faculties. This is not a coincidence 
manufactured by clever interpretation. It is a structural consequence of placing the paths where 
the ontological argument and the neurological evidence require them to be placed. The paths land 
at Chokmah Geburah and Binah Chesed because that is where they must land given KEP's → →
hypostatic criterion. And Revelation 13:18 names Wisdom and Understanding because those are 
the specific sources of the paths that complete the count. The scripture and the ontology confirm 
each other.

Here is wisdom: Chokmah's gold-bearing Pishon flowing into the analytical will. Let him that hath 
understanding count the number: Binah's encircling Gihon flowing into the receptive faith. For it 
is the number of a man: 36 paths, triangular sum 666, the complete structural account of the 
human soul in its created dimensional order. And his number is 666. Count from A to Z. Count 
from Aleph to Tau. Count from the divine breath to the cross in the body. The number of man is 
the number of his paths, all 36 of them, sealed at Z where the Foundation rests in the Kingdom.



VII. On the Name: Why Christian English Qabalah

The name Christian English Qabalah is chosen for four reasons, each corresponding to a 
dimension of what the system actually is.

First, it is Christian in its theological grounding. The CEQ is built on Kenotic Effluent 
Panapotheism's framework of Nicene Trinitarianism, Chalcedonian Christology, and the 
dyothelite doctrine of two wills in Christ. The four River paths are named for the four cardinal 
virtues of the soul — Will, Knowledge, Courage, Silence — understood Christologically: Will as the 
Logos's ordering of the analytical will, Knowledge as the Spirit's shaping of receptive faith, 
Courage as the Gethsemane descent, Silence as the covenantal governing of the Foundation. The 
Tree's structure and the paths' theology are both explicitly and rigorously Christian. The CEQ is 
the symbolic language of the complete system named Catharturgy — from the Greek katharsis 
(purification) and ergon (work): the active work of purification undertaken in embodied life. 
Catharturgy comprises KEP as its metaphysical foundation, the Christian English Qabalah as its 
symbolic language, the Neurological Qabalah as its somatic map, and the cathartic path through 
the Tree as its curriculum. The CEQ is not a freestanding symbol system — it is the working 
vocabulary through which the philosophical insights of KEP become operative in embodied 
practice.

Second, it is English in its structural medium. The 26 letters of the English alphabet are not a 
decorative choice — they are the specific medium through which the 36-path structure becomes 
possible. The four additional letters (over the Hebrew 22) are the four new paths, and those paths 
— governed by the Four Rivers — are the specific structural additions that complete the 
ontological grammar. The English language is the medium in which the author's entire body of 
work is composed, in which the Golden Dawn tradition transmitted its corpus, and in which the 
living Hermetic and Christian Qabalistic traditions currently operate.

Third, it is a Qabalah in the full technical sense — not merely a gematria system but a complete 
correspondence framework that maps the structure of the created soul onto the structure of the 
cosmos, provides a cathartic curriculum grounded in that map, and situates the entire framework 
within a coherent theological account of the soul's relationship to its divine source. The CEQ 
inherits every correspondence the Golden Dawn system developed — Tarot, astrology, Hebrew 
letter types, elemental attributions, planetary attributions, zodiacal attributions — and extends 
them with the Four Rivers category and the four new paths.

Fourth, the name distinguishes the system cleanly from the NAEQ without being eponymous or 
merely negative. 'Etterian English Qabalah' would be accurate but self-referential in a way that 
obscures the system's actual character. 'Non-Thelemic English Qabalah' would be accurate but 
merely oppositional. 'Christian English Qabalah' is accurate, descriptive, and positive — it names 
what the system is, not merely what it is not or who developed it. It situates the system within the 
long tradition of Christian Kabbalah that runs from Pico della Mirandola through Athanasius 
Kircher through the Golden Dawn's own Christian Rosicrucian heritage, while distinguishing the 
CEQ's specific ontological grounding from the more syncretic approaches of that tradition.



VIII. Conclusion

The Christian English Qabalah is the correct form of the 36-path English Tree of Life because it is 
the only form that satisfies all four of the criteria that a genuine English Qabalah must meet. It is 
ontologically coherent: its path topology follows from KEP's hypostatic criterion without 
exception. It is neurologically confirmed: all four new paths are documented white matter tracts 
with measurable directional connectivity. It is cosmologically complete: the four categories of its 
letter-type grammar (Mothers, Doubles, Simples, Rivers) constitute a genuine extension of the 
Sefer Yetzirah's framework into a fourth ontological register, not a mere expansion of an existing 
category. And it is scripturally specific: it provides the only explanation for why Revelation 13:18 
names Wisdom and Understanding as the faculties needed to count the number of man.

The Four Rivers are the heart of the CEQ's contribution to the English Qabalah tradition. 
Pishon/Will (E), gold-bearing and precise, flowing from Chokmah into Geburah through the 
Abyss's right side. Gihon/Knowledge (H), encircling and abundant, flowing from Binah into 
Chesed through the Abyss's left side. Hiddekel/Courage (M), swift and direct, flowing from 
Chesed into Yesod through the Veil's right side. Euphrates/Silence (P), great and covenantal, 
flowing from Geburah into Yesod through the Veil's left side. These four rivers flow from Eden 
into the four quarters of the created soul's moral and spiritual life — and the soul ascending back 
toward Eden follows them in reverse, through Will and Knowledge toward Wisdom and 
Understanding, through Courage and Silence toward the Foundation's transparency to its source.

The Tree of Life is inscribed in the soul's structure, in the brain's networks, in the hands and feet, 
in the twenty-six paths of the English alphabet. And running through the whole — from the gold-
bearing Pishon crossing the Abyss to the covenantal Euphrates governing the Foundation — are 
the four rivers of Eden, naming the specific acts through which the soul finds its way back to the 
source from which it came. The complete system of which the Christian English Qabalah is the 
symbolic language is named Catharturgy: the active work of purification. The CEQ provides the 
map. Catharturgy names the work the map is for.

Note on This Revision

This paper has been revised to reflect developments in the broader Catharturgy corpus, indicated 
by teal left margins.

Section I — What the NAEQ Gets Wrong: the two-register principle has been added to the Kether 
incommensurability argument. The three hypostatic modes of the divine essence — 
Father/Kether, Son-Logos/Chokmah, Holy Spirit/Binah — are co-eternal forms within the eternal 
divine essence, not products of a sequential generative process. Paths A, B, and C represent the 
eternal relationships between the supernal modes as expressed within the created Tree — not a 
temporal emanation sequence. The NAEQ's additional paths into Kether and Daath violate not 
only the incommensurability of the unlimited ground but the specific character of the supernal 
triad as co-eternal modes rather than derived emanations.



Sections I and II — the dimensional-relation reconciliation: the Kether argument, formerly stated 
in terms of ‘categorical incommensurability,’ is restated in the settled terms of the perpendicular 
relation — the unlimited ground dimensionally other than the created order yet continuous with it 
at the intersection, so that no path can treat Kether as one more finite node, and direct divine 
entry into the dimensional register is the Incarnation rather than a standing path. The two Abyss-
crossing River paths (Will, Knowledge) are further distinguished from the two Veil-crossing ones 
(Courage, Silence): the former are functional hemispheric expressions of the supernal influence 
received as grace, the latter genuine cortico-limbic tracts, in step with the Tarot and 36 Paths 
papers.

Section VII — On the Name: the CEQ has been situated within Catharturgy as its symbolic 
language. Catharturgy (Greek: katharsis + ergon, the active work of purification) is the complete 
system of which KEP is the metaphysical foundation, the CEQ is the symbolic language, the 
Neurological Qabalah is the somatic map, and the cathartic path through the Tree is the 
curriculum.

Section VIII — Conclusion: Catharturgy has been named as the complete system of which the CEQ 
is the symbolic language, giving the conclusion its proper final orientation: the CEQ provides the 
map; Catharturgy names the work the map is for.
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